FA 
| I ] —* 4 4 
* a g 
j 8 
* 4 ng 
” 7 + ew of — ” 1 F * 
„ 8 & 2 1 
FRY 2 £ 4 5 3 J 6. * 4 . > 
: 1 F 7 
. ; 4 A L * 4 
* - + 
* 9 * 2 


; 
Ar 


10 5 O FE THE 1 
e Royal African-Company 

e | 

EX. AND OF THE 


PLANTATIONS | 


HE Tow to Africa is not Ancient, having not been 4iſcovered 
120 Tears. n | 


No European Nation has, or ever could, get any Trade in Africa, 
but ſuch as firſt got a Footing and Poſſaſſon of the Coaſts, and fortifyed em. 


Fach European Nation appropriates to themſelves, the Trade of their own 
fortifyꝰd Territories; Excluding all others. 3 N 


When the Datch and French, and Portugaeze, endeavoured to fortifie the 
African Coaſts, and engroſs the whole Trade to themſelves; The Engliſh Nation, at 
the ſole Expences of the Royal African-Company, and thoſe from whom they 
claim, ſtruck in, and ſtruggled, and got a Footing, and fortifyed ſome few places, 
without which, Britons had been wholly excladed from that Trade. 


\ To Encourage the Engliſb to get and ſecure the Trade, by building Forts and 
Caſtles, which were at Firſt, and ſtill continue, undoubtedly Neceſſary to bridle 
and awe the Natives, and to exclude other European Nations, It was Neceſſary that 
thoſe that Advenrured ſhould be Omners and Proprietors of the Lands on the Coaſts 

of Africa; elſe who would Adventure their Eſtates, F others might run away with 


the Parchaſe. 


The Crown therefore granted ſeveral Patents to ſeveral ſucceſſive Sets of Ad- 
venturers, who, at vaſt Charges, made no further Progreſs than to build 3 
ſmall Forts; And, at laſt, the whole Undertaking centred in the preſent 
African-Company, by Letters Patents, dated in 1672. 5 


By: his C harter, the C rown granted to the C ompany, all the Coaſts and 1 in Africa, 
between the Port of Sally and the Cape of Good Hope, to the Intent they might, vy 
Fortifications, get the Trade, | and ſecure it from the Dutch and other Europeans. 


wy The Com pany, Jo long as they continued undiſturbed, were Vigorous and Succeſs 
full; they got Poſſeſſion of the moſt bexeficial Places on the African Coaſts and for- 
tify'd em: In 16 Years, they bailt 14 New Forts, and enlarged the three old 


J "Ones fo treble what they were before. 
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By theſe Fortifications, the Company excluded the Dutch and other Europentis 
from Trading in their Territories; they bought Negroes cheap in Africa, and 


afforded and fold 'em cheap in the Plantations, _ Tui 1 2 4 
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| This Cheapneſs of Negroes was the very Root that Cauſed, 
Such an Improvement and Growth of the Plantations, 
Such an Exportation of Bri Manufactures, | 
Such an Importation of Sugar, Tobacco, Bullion, and other Products of Americz. 
Such au Increaſe of Shipping and Navigation for thoſe Purpoſes. 


Thar the P lantation Buſineſs became the moſt Floariſhing and valuable Branch 
of the whole Britiſh Trade; and eonduced very much towards the Ballance 
of our Trade with other Nations. 


For the Space of 25 Years now laſt paſt, the Trade in the Company's Terri- 
tories in Africa hath been broken into and laid Open, partly by Interlopers, 
and partly by the Traders, called the Ten per Cent. Men, under an 400 of 
Parliament which expired on the 8th of July, 1712. 


The Company humbl y conceive, they are Parchaſers, and that it's hard, their 
Territories, ſo purchaſed and fortified at their immenſe Charges, ſhould be In. 
wvaded and Violated by their Fellow-Subje&ts, under the Notion of Free and 


Open Traders, when at the fame time thoſe Free and Open Traders, or an 


AQ of Parliament, could not, not can lay Open, or trade in the Territories of the 
Datch, French, or other European Nations, nor can have any Pretexce ſo to do. 


The Exceſſive Dearnefs of Negroes in Africa, and ſelling 'em dear in the Plan- 
tations, is the bitter Fruit of this Open Trade; for the Open Traders vying and 
ſtriving with the Company, and with one another, who ſhall give moſt, hath 
exalted the naked Africans, and raiſed the Price of Negroes, to the Intollerable Rate 
they are now At. e | 


This Dearneſs of Negroes hath ear off the very Spring and Sapp that noariſhed 


the Sugar Plantations, it has diſcourag'd and diſabled the Planters, a great Part 


of the Plantations He Vncultivated. 


The raiſing and making of Sugar; the Shipping and Navigation ; the Ex- 
portation and Importation; and the Revenue by Cuſtoms, are by this Dearneſs 
of Negroes decreaſed one Third, and muſt all of 'em decline, ſo long as this 
Confulion in Africa continues. | 


The Sugar Plantations muſt be exceeded and beaten out by the French, Dutch, 
and Portagueze: For their Sugar Plantations (upon the Declination of the 
Britiſh) begin to Riſe and Flouriſh. 0. | 


The Gold Mines in Africa, if Induſtriouſly ſearch'd for and wrought, wou'd 
undoubtedly prove of mighty Advantage to this Nation; but they can ever 
be poſſeſſed or improved by Tranſitory Traders. 


To Remedy theſe Evils, the Company hath conſented to, and taken New Sub. 


ſeriptions for a large Addition to their preſent Stock, by which they will be 


Effectually enabled to retrieve the Trade; to reduce the High Price of Negroes in 
Africa; to exclade other Nations from Trading in their Territories, and to Sup- 


v., the Plantations and the Contractors for the Aſiento, with ſufficient Numbers of 


Negroes at moderate Prices. 


But none of theſe Things can ever be Effedted, or the Evils remedyd; ſo 


long as the Trade lyes open and unſettled, or whilſt the Tnterlopers (pretead- 
ing to be Free and Open Traders and by giving high Prices and Bribes) ?rackle 
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to the Natives, and make 'em ſeem in their owa Eyes, Great Potentates ; be: 
cauſe that Capital Error in Trade, in all Times, hath, and for ever will, cauſe 
the Dearneſs of Negroes, and as the Fruit and Effect of it) the Decay of the 
Plantativas. FE 25 + | 


Therefore, for improding the American Britiſh Plantations, by redu- 
cCing the Exceſſive Price of Negroes in Africa, and felling them 
at reaſonable Rates to the Planters; and to the Contractors for 
the Aﬀiento, which will enlarge both the African and Americas 
Trades; and will thereby excresſe, not only the Exportation of © 
the Woollen and other Britiſb Manufactures, but the Shipping 
and Navigation of this Kingdom; and -for the Improvement of 
the African Gold Mines; and for the Enabling the Company, by their 
Fortifications, to Exclude from Trading in their Territories, the 
Dutch, French, Portugueze, and other European Nations, in like 
manner, as thoſe Nations, by Fortifications, exclude Britons 
from Trading in their Territories. 


It is Humbly hoped, That an Act will paſs this Seſſion of Par. 
liament, to confirm the Company's Rights in their African Lands 
and their Trade to Africa Excluſive; and for making their 
Remedies, to defend the ſame, Effectaal, according to their 


1 | Charter, with ſuch other Convenient Proviſions, as ſhall con- 


dute to the Ends aforeſaid. 
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